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August 25, 2014 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

I am writing today to share important information about the provincial education labour dispute and its 

impact on our September 2 scheduled start of the school year.  

 

As you are aware, the BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) and the BC Public School Employers’ Association 

have not yet reached a negotiated settlement that would end the current strike. As a result, we anticipate 

that on Tuesday, September 2, teachers may not report to work. Should this be the case, regretfully, all 

Burnaby schools would be closed for instruction and although principals and vice-principals would be in 

their schools, they would be unable to provide students with instruction or supervision. 

 

The safety and security of our students is always our priority.  We encourage families to review their own 

situation and to make alternate arrangements for their children as necessary. Please contact childcare 

centres located on school sites directly to confirm their hours of operation. Additionally, a number of 

organizations are contacting us about day camps they are offering. As a community service, this 

information will be on our district website.  www.sd41.bc.ca    
 

To allow for the maximum amount of time for a settlement to be reached, a final decision on whether 

schools can open for instruction on September 2, may not be made until September 1. We encourage you 

to follow media reports for what might transpire, and consult our district website.  

 

 If there is a settlement and schools open on or after September 2, there will be disruptions, as 

course scheduling, particularly in our secondary schools, may need to be changed. We will be 

working collectively to restore our schools back to normal operations as quickly as possible.   

 If there is no settlement, and schools remain behind picket lines, schools will not be open for 

instruction. We know how disappointing this will be and we regret the hardship it creates for families.    

 

The Burnaby Board of Education and senior staff team continue to remind those at the bargaining table 

that the needs of our students are a shared priority. Like you, we hope for a quick contract resolution that 

allows us to be able to open the doors to our classrooms once again. When this happens, please be 

assured that we are committed to ensuring that your child’s learning journey picks up right where it left off, 

and that the 2014/15 school year will be successful for all. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Kevin Kaardal, 

Superintendent of Schools/CEO 

 

http://www.sd41.bc.ca/

